
Reading Guide

Is the resurrection a fairytale?

FACT OR
FICTION



In Jesus’ 33 years there were countless events to speak
about but the four people who wrote biographies on his life
all chose Jesus’ death and resurrection, the Easter story, as

the most significant. One follower of Jesus later wrote that, if
the resurrection didn’t happen, then Christianity is a total

farce and Christians should be the most pitied for believing a
lie. Why is the Easter story that important?

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®Used by permission. All rights reserved

worldwide. Fact or Fiction: Resurrection Reading Guide © City Bible Forum 2015

Updated City Bible Forum 2020

T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N ?

Cover: The Incredulity of Saint Thomas by Caravaggio



After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other

Mary went to look at the tomb.2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord

came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on

it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards

were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.5 The angel said to the

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was

crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where

he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going

ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”8 So the women

hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped

his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

 

The Guards’ Report

11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and

reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief

priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large

sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the

night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the

governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took

the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely

circulated among the Jews to this very day.

 

The Great Commission

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had

told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some

doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on

earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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What caught your attention in this Reading?

Reading 1 Questions

 
1.

 

 

 

 2. Missing body versus resurrected Jesus - what's the evidence for each?

 

 

 

 3. How did you think of Jesus before you began this Reading?
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the evidence
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Gospel of 
Matthew 1:1-9,12 
on the recto side

of Papyrus 1, 
written about 

AD 250.



Jesus Has Risen

16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and

Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early

on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the

tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the

entrance of the tomb?”4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone,

which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they

saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were

alarmed.6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the

Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where

they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”8 Trembling and bewildered,

the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone,

because they were afraid.[a]
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Reading 2 Questions

 

1. What surprised you in this Reading?

 

2. What do you make of the dominant emotion in this Reading?

 

3. Fact or fairytale - which way are you leaning?

 

 



Jesus Has Risen

24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the

spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled

away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the

Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes

that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed

down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look

for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he

told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be

delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised

again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.

 

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven

and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of

James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did

not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like

nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw

the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself

what had happened.

 

On the Road to Emmaus

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about

seven miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about

everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with

each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were

kept from recognizing him.

 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked

him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that

have happened there in these days?”
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19 “What things?” he asked.

 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and

deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed

him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped

that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the

third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed

us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They

came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was

alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the

women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”

 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the

prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and

then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he

explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on

as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is

nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and

began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized

him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not

our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the

Scriptures to us?”

 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven

and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has

risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on

the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
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Jesus Appears to the Disciples

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and

said to them, “Peace be with you.”

 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to

them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at

my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have

flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they

still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you

have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he

took it and ate it in their presence.

 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything

must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and

the Psalms.”

 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He

told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead

on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached

in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these

things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

 

The Ascension of Jesus

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands

and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up

into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great

joy.
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Reading 3 Questions

 

1. What interests you in this Reading?

 

 

 

2. What do you learn about Jesus in this Reading?

 

 

 

3. What would it take to convince you that Jesus

rose from the dead?
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"Luke’s preface signals the work of a systematic professional enquiry. Not an

eye-witness, he has carefully checked the accounts of those who were. (He

does not mind noting the frailty of some.) To the extraordinary events he

brings matter-of-fact reporting, arranged and selected in the light of a

powerful interpretation. One generation on, he is in a strong position to get to

the heart of the matter. Any historian would recognise and envy this

advantage.

 

“As with the other three gospels, this one was kept because of its authentic

quality, a commitment to truthfulness both in detail and in meaning. The

tradition was later embellished with the imaginative reflections of those who

like ourselves wish to know what the disciples did not (How is Jesus supposed

to have got out of the tomb?), or simply want to air the human interest (What

did Jesus ordinarily look like anyway?)."

E D W I N  J U D G E
E M E R I T U S  P R O F E S S O R  O F  H I S T O R Y ,  M A C Q U A R I E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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"That is how the saga might drift into myth or legend. But Luke presents a
disarmingly plain history for events of such momentous consequence.”



The Empty Tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So

she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and

said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they

have put him!”

 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter

came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of

linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’

head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the

other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and

believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise

from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look

into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had

been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put

him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not

realize that it was Jesus.

 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?

 

R E A D I N G  4  —  J O H N  2 0  &  2 1
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Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me

where you have put him, and I will get him.”

 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.

 

”She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means

“Teacher”).

 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.

Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your

Father, to my God and your God.’

 

”18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”

And she told them that he had said these things to her.

 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood

among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them

his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending

you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy

Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive

them, they are not forgiven.”

 

Jesus Appears to Thomas

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the

disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the

Lord!”
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But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and

said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see

my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and

believe.”

 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

 

The Purpose of John’s Gospel

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are

not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in

his name.
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Footnotes:

 

[a] John 20:24 Thomas (Aramaic) and Didymus (Greek) both mean twin.

[b] John 20:31 Or may continue to believe

[c] John 21:1 Greek Tiberias

[c] John 21:2 Thomas (Aramaic) and Didymus (Greek) both mean twin.

[d] John 21:8 Or about 90 meters
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Reading 3 Questions

 
1. What question(s) would you like to ask Jesus, if you could?

 

 

2. In this Reading, what do you think is the significance of Jesus' followers  

 being caught off guard?

 

 

3. How do you think of Jesus now, after these four Readings?
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The Garden
Tomb, located in

Jerusalem,
outside the city
walls and close

to the
Damascus Gate,

is a rock-cut
tomb considered

by some to be
the site of the

burial and
resurrection of

Jesus.

Image Source: Land of the Bible (2016)

Thu May 30th, 2013

Rory Shiner

Can we know whether the resurrection really happened?

T H E  E M P T Y  T O M B



The Resurrection of Christ

15 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to

you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this

gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise,

you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first

importance[a] : that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he

was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and

that he appeared to Cephas,

 

[b] and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred

of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though

some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8

and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

 

9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am

what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than

all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it

is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.

 

The Resurrection of the Dead

12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some

of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection

of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been

raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are

then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that

he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not

raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we

have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
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20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who

have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of

the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will

be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes,

those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the

kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and

power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his

15 feet.”[c]
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Footnotes:
 
[a] 1 Corinthians 15:3 Or you at the first
[b] 1 Corinthians 15:5 That is, Peter
[c] 1 Corinthians 15:27 Psalm 8:6
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“Just as the apostle Paul said, 
if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead,

your faith is futile…it’s crazy”

Shane Rogerson, Cam Semmens

Bible reference(s): Luke 24:1-12

Date: Sun Apr 21st, 2019

H O W  D O E S  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N
G I V E  H O P E ?

Shane Rogerson 
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