
When twelve silent, monolithic alien spaceships touch down at twelve locations across the

planet, humanity is thrown into chaos. Nobody knows what the aliens want, and whether they

are dangerous. In Montana, linguistics professor Louise Banks (Amy Adams) is brought in, along

with physicist Ian Donnelly (Jeremy Renner), to try and find a way of talking to these

extraterrestrial visitors. Don’t read too much about Arrival before you go and see it, because the

story’s gentle rug-pull in the third act needs to be experienced firsthand. We’re left haunted by

some timely questions about empathy, about reaching out towards the Other, and about the

painful choices we must make in order to truly live.

H o w  d i d  y o u  r e a c t  t o  A m y  A d a m s ’  c e n t r a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ?

W h a t  q u a l i t i e s  d i d  s h e  b r i n g  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  L o u i s e ?  

W h a t  d i d  t h e  f i l m ’ s  c i n e m a t o g r a p h y  a n d  s o u n d  a d d  t o  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ?

 W e r e  t h e r e  a n y  v i s u a l  m o m e n t s ,  o r  m o m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  s o u n d t r a c k ,
w h i c h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r u c k  y o u ?  H o w  w o u l d  y o u  d e s c r i b e  A r r i v a l ‘ s  o v e r a l l
a t m o s p h e r e ?  

W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a r e  t h e  k e y  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  g o o d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ?

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  f i l m  h a v e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  b o t h  t o
c o n n e c t  u s  a n d  t o  c o m e  b e t w e e n  u s ?  I n  w h a t  s e n s e  c a n  l a n g u a g e  b e  a
‘ w e a p o n ’ ?  

W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e  i d e a  –  k n o w n  a s  t h e  S a p i r - W h o r f  h y p o t h e s i s  –
t h a t  l a n g u a g e  a c t u a l l y  s h a p e s  h o w  w e  t h i n k  a n d  h o w  w e  v i e w  t h e
w o r l d ?  W h a t  d e e p e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  m i g h t  t h i s  i d e a  h a v e ?

W h a t  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  o f  L o u i s e ’ s  c h o i c e  t o  e m b r a c e  h e r  f u t u r e ,  d e s p i t e
k n o w i n g  w h e r e  i t  w o u l d  l e a d ?  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i l m ,  L o u i s e  a s k s  I a n  w h e t h e r  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e
d i f f e r e n t  c h o i c e s  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  i f  h e ’ d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  f u t u r e .  H o w
w o u l d  y o u  a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  y o u r  o w n  l i f e ?  H o w  c a n
w e  l e a r n  t o  m a k e  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  c e r t a i n t i e s  a n d  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  o f
o u r  o w n  f u t u r e s ?

Discussion for a movie night: Enjoy the film. Afterwards, here are some discussion questions
that might help you to engage with others on the topics from the film. 

Enjoy the time engaging with the film, your faith and friends.
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